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¶ Term starts: Monday 8 January 2024 until Thursday 8 February 

¶ Thursday 11 January 2024 - Year 9 Parentsô Consultation Evening 

¶ Friday 9 February 2024 - Staff Training Day ï School closed to students 

¶ Monday 12 February 2024 ï Friday 16 February 2024 ï Half term break ï School closed 

¶ Monday 19 February 2024 ï School reopens to students 

¶ Thursday 28 March 2024 - School closes for the Easter holiday 

¶ Monday 15 April 2024 - School reopens to students 

Welcome to first School newsletter of 2023-2024 
 
As we approach the end of the autumn term 2023, it is wonderful to reflect 
upon some of the Schoolôs achievements and successes which include 
ensuring that teachers and support staff receive highly effective professional 
development via the implementation of our Continuing Professional 
Development Plan 2023-2024. The first formal meeting of the Parentsô Forum 
took place on Wednesday 29 November 2023 and student ambassadors are 
playing an even greater role in School life, including providing one to one 
reading support for younger students and organising important events. 

 

In this bumper edition of our newsletter you will gain deeper insight into the history of our School via 
the contributions of an Old Edwardian, Timothy Baylis, on pages 44 and 45 and John Cornwellôs 
informative article on King Edward VII School óGoing Comprehensiveô on pages 38 - 40. 

 
The achievements of students, staff and the School community as a whole stand proud on every 
page! Read about the most recent work of Soroptimist International Sheffield on pages 9 and 10. 
Applaud our students for their achievements in so many areas such as drama, different sporting 
activities and partnership work with various organisations. See, for example, page 33 and the article 
on óGetting into Medicine Workshop.ô 
 

We hope you enjoy reading all the articles in this newsletter. 

 
If you would like to keep up to date about the School on a regular basis, please follow us on Twitter: 
twitter.com/KESSheffield. 

 

If you have an article that would be of interest to our School community, please email it to 
jjackson@kes.sheffield.sch.uk for consideration. 

 

Warm regards 

Linda Gooden 
Headteacher 
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Our Students 

Duke of Edinburgh Gold 

Award 

Well done to all the DofE Gold students 

for successfully completing their 

expeditions in Scotland.  All students 

showed huge determination to persevere 

through the tough weather conditions. 

The fantastic teamwork made it a 

memorable and enjoyable experience for 

all.  Massive thanks to all the staff who 

supported the students and made it 

possible.   

Ms S. Hancock   
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Big Challenge 

Amber Hendy from SISK construction is one of our Big Challenge 

business advisors. She gave 100 of our Lower School students 

valuable advice on marketing their products for the Big Challenge . 

Mrs K. Proost 

Key Stage 3 Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Students 

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award continued ... 
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Our Students 

Sheffield Wednesday Football Club (SWFC) Visit 

It was a lovely afternoon here at KES on 

Tuesday 7 November 2023. Our Key Stage 3 

students had a surprise visit from Sheffield 

Wednesday Football Club players Dishon 

Bernard and Micheal Smith. 

Our students had the opportunity to meet them 

and ask questions about their careers and 

aspirations for the future.  

Our students have been engaging with SWFC 

SAFE TASK group led by Remma Williams 

which has enabled our students to overcome 

barriers to learning in School.  

Thank you to SWFC for this fantastic day.  

Mr Jackson and Mrs Proost 
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Our Students 

King Edward VII School Creative Writing Competition 2023 

The English Department was thrilled to receive so many interesting entries for the King 

Edward VII School Creative Writing Competition this year. Thank you to all of you!  

Each student was asked to write a short story of no more than a thousand words. However, 

they could write about anything. Some spectacular stories were created! The entries covered a 

range of different subjects and circumstances, but a common strength of many of our writers 

this year was the ability to create a really suspenseful atmosphere for the reader. We very 

much enjoyed reading all the entries and would encourage every one of you to keep using 

your extensive writing talent in the future. 

The Winner 2023 

Out of the many entries, this yearôs King Edward VII School 

Creative Writing Competition was won by Izzy Snelson of 13VM. 

Congratulations, Izzy! Izzyôs writing (a speculative and 

philosophical contemplation on writing and life itself!) was 

captivating and brilliantly concise. Izzyôs a great talent and should 

be highly commended for her story telling ability! 

Runner up category: 

The range of entries were so strong we had to acknowledge the 
potential and ability of our runner up, Sylvia Pumphrey 9P2 
whose eerie story was full of wonderfully evocative descriptions. 
Well done! 

Alton Towers Reward Trip 

600 students enjoyed their reward trip to Alton Towers in September 2023 and 

thankfully the weather was lovely and the park was quiet! 
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Our Students 

Christmas Card Competition Winners 

Each year we pride ourselves on the King Edward VII School Christmas Card competition. We 

always enjoy seeing all these amazing entries from our wonderful students who across all year 

groups make such spectacular efforts to create beautiful, original designs for us to send out to 

special recipients across Sheffield. 

 

This year has seen a great number of entries that were shortlisted to a small number of entries 

across the school for our Headteacher to select overall winners from. 

 

Mrs Mellor then takes the designs and spends time preparing them for printing and completing 

with our logo and information on the artists on the back of the card design. 

 

We are so lucky that we have such talented and enthusiastic children in our school that want 

to participate. 

 

There are always several competitions running throughout the year for students to enter in the 

Art and Design Department. 

 

If you are interested in entering look in the weekly bulletin and get involved! 

 

Mrs C Creasy 

 

The five winners have had their designs printed onto card and given out as the official King  

Edward VII School Christmas Cards 2023.  
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Better Learners Better Workers Graduation 
Ceremony 

 

Mrs Proost was pleased to accompany the Cutlersô Ambassadors to the Cutlersô Hall for their 
graduation ceremony on 22 November 2023 where they received wonderful framed 
certificates from the Master Cutler Dame Julie Kenny with a gift of a Sheffield stainless steel 
spoon. 

 

Our Students 
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Year 13 Certificate Presentation  

19 December 2023 

We had a fabulous evening with the Ex-Year 13 students on Tuesday 19
th
 December, 2023. 

Nearly 130 students visited School along with their parents and carers. The hall was packed 
with nearly 250 people as we celebrated their exam successes from last summer and 
awarded the subject prizes. Some of these subject prizes date back to the time of the 
Sheffield Royal Grammar School which was one of the schools that amalgamated to become 
King Edward VII School in 1905!  
 
It was lovely to catch up with students who have just had an exciting first term away from 
KES. Some are on a gap year or have just started an apprenticeship. Many are living as 
independent adults having just had a few months at university. We really appreciated those 
who sought out staff to share their appreciation of their time in the Sixth Form and efforts of all 
their teachers to support them with their studies. 
 
Some found it hard to move on as there were several groups of students catching up with 
friends by playing chess in library gone 8pm! 
 
 
 

Y11 Leaversô Certificate Evening 

 7 December 2023 

All enjoyed a fantastic evening on Thursday at the Year 11 Leavers' Certificate Presentation 

event. Thank you to Old Edwardian Emily Maitlis for the inspirational words shared with 

students. Well done to Year 12 students Maisie, Lily and Jana who gave superb performances 

on the night.  

Our Students 
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By Mrs E. Lamb, Curriculum Development MFL 

This term students and staff from King Edward VII School decided to support Soroptimist International 
(SI) Sheffieldôs activities in support of the United Nationôs 16 Days of Action against Gender-Based 
Violence. The United Nationôs UNiTE campaign utilises the colour orange to represent a brighter 
future, free from violence against women and girls, as a unifying theme running through all of its 
global activities. The 16 Days of Action run from November 25th (the United Nations Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women) to December 10th (Human Rights Day). It is an international 
campaign initiated by the United Nations that runs and encourages action and awareness against all 
forms of violence against women and girls. 
 
SI Sheffield is the local club of Soroptimist International, a global volunteer movement 
which works to advance the status of women, helping them to achieve their individual and 
collective potential, realise aspirations and have an equal voice in creating strong, 
peaceful communities worldwide. 
 
The current President of SI Sheffield is King Edward VIIôs former Head of RE, Sue 
Godley, and several of current staff are members of the Club. Girls from the Sixth Form have been 
involved in SI Sheffieldôs activities for many years, supporting for example the Toilet Twinning 
Campaign, the Snowdrop Project and local charities like ñMums in Needò. 
 
This term the Art Department at King Edward VII School was involved in the ñOrange the Worldò 
Poster Competition where young people were encouraged to design a poster to raise awareness of 
Gender-Based Violence. Our students did us proud: out of the many excellent entries that were 
received both the winner and the runner-up came from King Edward VII School! The winners were 
honoured by the Lady Mayoress of Sheffield in a prize giving ceremony at Tapton Hall, which was 
attended by their families and members of SI Sheffield. 

Taking Action 

to end  

Violence  

against  

Women and Girls 

The winning entry by Leo Wainwright, Y7 
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The posters have been published in Sheffield City Councilôs newsletter and are now on display around shops 
and businesses in Broomhill, having been distributed by SI Sheffield members and girls from the KES Sixth 
Form.  

Leo Wainwright, 7L1, winner of the ñOrange the Cityò Poster Competition with the Lady Mayoress of Sheffield, 
Susan Ross, and Sue Godley, President of SI Sheffield. 

Runner-up George McCarthy, 7P2, and his winning poster 

KES Y12 students and President Sue Godley on their mission to raise awareness of Gender-Based Violence 
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Our Students 

Y9/10 Study Visit to Austria    

Mrs E. Lamb, Curriculum Development MFL 

Our popular Austria trips are back!  

After several years when the pandemic prevented us from enjoying this lovely country 
in the heart of Europe, a group of Y9 and Y10 students arrived on Monday 10

th
 July 

2023 in St Gilgen in the lake district of Upper Austria.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They spent five sunny days packed with activities and new experiences, seeing magnificent scenery and visiting 

exciting places. They did not just expand their knowledge of the German language but also their horizons and 

took part in activities that were new and sometimes challenging. 

Below are some accounts in the studentsô own words.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ǊǊƛǾŜŘΗ  hǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ IƻǎǘŜƭ 

Austria was so worth it! During my time there I made 

new friends, even with people I had never spoken to  

before. I wish we were there one more day. I miss the 

place and the views and the mountains. My favourite bit 

was definitely the swimming in the lakes. If only the lakes 

in the UK were that clear! 

I would definitely recommend going with school as there 

are so many things to do. Frau Lamb is the best teacher 

ever for taking us and my German has improved so 

much from just a couple of days. It was really put to the 

test when some German children on the floor below told 

us to go inside from the storm and rain. 

  Miquelle, Y9 

Austria will be one of my favourite  
memories of all time! 

We swam in the lake, got a train up into 
the mountains, went in the Salt Mines, 
and walked round the largest castle in 
Europe. We went tobogganing and it was 
so fun!  

I would definitely go back to Austria, 
just to re-live them 5 days again! 

Brogan, Y9 

mǎǘŜǊǊŜƛŎƘ ƛǎǘ Řŀǎ ōŜǎǘŜ [ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǊ ²Ŝƭǘ ς 
CǊŀǳ [ŀƳō ƘŀǧŜ ƴŀǘǸǊƭƛŎƘ ǊŜŎƘǘΗ 

[ǳŎȅΣ ¸ф 
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 Lƴ Iŀƭƭǎǘŀǧ ς Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΗ 

aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƪŜ 

[ƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 9ǎƳŞ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀǇǇ CŀƳƛƭȅ  

CŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƭȊōǳǊƎ  

±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ  
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Y8 History workshop led by The University of Sheffield students 

In October four Y8 classes enjoyed a workshop led by students 

from The University of Sheffield in one of their History lessons.  

The workshop looked at a graphic novel, Quaco, about a young 

boy enslaved by the Dutch in Suriname. Quaco was a real-life 

enslaved African who is mentioned in the records left by Dutch-

Scottish army officer John Gabriel Stedman.  

His story has been reconstructed in the graphic novel Quaco as 

part of The University of Sheffield project which aims to move 

away from a Euro-centric approach to colonial history.  

In the workshop our Y8 students read some of the graphic novel 

and tried to imagine how they would have felt in Quaco's situation 

as he was taken away from his home in Ghana to a plantation in 

Suriname.  

They completed captions on a page taken from the graphic novel 

to show what they thought Quaco would be thinking as he arrived 

at the plantation. They also had a go at translating and speaking 

Dutch which they managed very well!  

This half term Y8 History students will be learning more about the 

transatlantic trade in enslaved African people in their lessons as 

we study the enquiry ñHow did sugar transform the Early Modern 

World?ò so this workshop was a fantastic introduction to an 

important issue for those students who were able to take part.  

The University students who led the session have donated two 

copies of the graphic novel to the school which will be in the 

Lower School library for anyone interested in reading more.  

The University of Sheffield regularly contact us with things to get involved in and so we will be 

excited to have more opportunities for other students to share with you soon. 

Mrs J. Brown, Second in History 

Our Students 

Y9 Cutlersô Ambassadors 

Year 9 Cutlersô Ambassadors enjoyed a visit to 

Sheffield Forgemasters and were able to visit key areas 

of the massive and impressive site. Huge thanks to all 

involved with the visit. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it.  

Mrs K. Proost 

Key Stage 3 Leader 
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Our Students 

Music  

The Winter Showcase is just around the corner, and 

students have been busy rehearsing! 

The School orchestra is a great chance to develop your 

musical talent, have fun and perform for your friends and 

family. If you have a passion for music and want to take 

your skills to the next level, join us at orchestra! 

Hereôs why our current group of students enjoy: 

ñIt makes me feel like Iôm playing music for a reasonò 

ñI like how it brings lots of different people togetherò 

ñItôs fun!ò  

ñYou get to perform and show your parents what weôve been doingò 

 

Join us for this year's Winter Showcase on December 20th. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

If you're interested in joining a music after school club, please see below for details: 

¶ Monday, 3 - 4pm: Folk Group at Upper School  

¶ Wednesday, 3 ï 4pm: Orchestra at Upper School  

¶ Thursday, 11:30-12pm: Y7 choir at Lower School  

¶ Thursday, 3 - 4pm: Orchestra at Lower school  

¶ Friday, 3 - 4pm: Orchestra at Lower School  

 
Miss OôFarrell, Drama and Music Technician 

Drama Club 

The Drama Club has had a fantastic term, filled with creativity and fun! This 
term, the Drama Club has been a refreshing change of pace from regular 
lessons, giving students a chance to explore their artistic side in a relaxed and 
friendly environment.  
 
Here are what the students had to say about the club: 
 

ñYou make loads of new friends and feel part of the group straight awayò 
ñYou can do anything you want without being 
embarrassedò 
ñYou get to be yourselfò 

 
Keep up the great work, drama club! 
 
The club meets at Lower School every Monday (Y7 group) 
and Thursday (Y8/9 group) from 3-4pm. Everyone Welcome!  
 
Miss OôFarrell, Drama and Music Technician 
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Our Students 

Participation Project with Sheffield Theatres  

Y10 and Y12 drama students collaborated 
with Sheffield Theatres to produce a unique 
performance inspired by the theatreôs show: 
The Hypochondriac.  
 
Following a trip to see the show, the 
students attended workshops in devising, 
the style and form of the play and costume 
design all leading to them creating their own 
plays inspired by the themes, characters and 
comedic style of the play. 
 
The students embraced the fast, farcical 
style of the piece, working to develop their 
skills in the challenging style of Comedia del 
Arte to create insane yet believable 
characters, crazy plot twists and highly 
imaginative performances.  
 
Y10 developed a fast paced, comedy called 
óLa Vedette du YouTube Imaginaireô about a girl who believes she is living her life as part of a 
reality TV show complete with plotting evil sibling, fake psychiatrists, a mad estate agent and a 
very vague Mother! Y12 created a hilarious farce centred around the battle for the inheritance of a 
dying man with an evil ex-wife, useless stepdaughter, dippy dangerous nurse and the mystery 
woman disguised as a lampshade as some of their incredible characters! Following a day of 
technical and dress rehearsals at The Crucible our final performance was on the main stage of the 
Crucible on the magnificent set of óThe Hypochondriacô. 
 
We were delighted that the cast of óThe Hypochondriacô came to see our performance and were 
so complementary about the show, spending time talking to us and of course posing for photos. 
 
This is the third year running we have taken part in this project, and it has been another really 
fantastic start to the Y10 and Y12ôs courses. Well done to Y10 and Y12 
Drama students ï a truly inspiring achievement. 

 

Miss OôFarrell, Drama and Music Technician 
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Our Students 

Schoolsô Climate Assembly 

King Edward VII School hosted the second 

annual Schoolôs Climate Assembly in 2022. As 

a follow up to the work already taking place, a 

group of our students travelled to the third 

assembly to find out more!. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

On Thursday 19th October, a group of our students travelled to 

Birmingham for the annual Schoolsô Climate Assembly. It was an 

early one, with the train to Birmingham departing before 7am. One 

student said, ñAlthough the day involved an early start, from the off 

it was enjoyable.ò  

As the day commenced, we listened to a discussion with Chris 

Packham and Scarlett Westbrook (a nationally recognised students 

climate policy advisor to all political parties) being interviewed by 

the eventôs founder. They discussed where they find their drive to 

fight what can at times seem like an unwinnable battle and started 

the day by impressing on us all the need for hope.  

Shortly after the talk, everyone at the event was sent to various 

workshops with different aims. Our group had an informative 

lesson in power and its distribution, with one student stating, ñI 

learnt about power dynamics within aspects of our everyday lives,ò 

and another noting, ñLots of the global warming that affects us is 

caused by large corporations.ò  

Once we had done our first workshop, everyone gathered in the main tent for what seemed to 

be the highlight of the day ï Chris Packham. Having been introduced by two actors pretending 

to be representatives of large, climate ignorant companies, Chris Packham took to the stage 

to deliver his message. Clearly, it had an effect on our students, with one saying, ñit gave me 

brilliant insight into the misinformation that can be spread surrounding the climate 

emergency,ò and another impressed by Chrisô 

speaking skills - ñhe is a fantastic mobiliser and 

public speaker.ò  

Having listened to Chrisô wisdom, everyone split 

off again into the second round of workshops for 

the day. Our group witnessed how different 

actions we could take would affect the climate 

crisis, with many being shocked at the vast array 

of actions needed to make a significant impact. 

One student commented on ñhow vital it is that 

we donôt focus all our energy in one area and 

instead fight for action on multiple fronts.ò  


