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ANNUAL DINNER 13th March 2026

“A great dinner” was the overwhelming comment heard from so many of the
guests with a great turn-out of eighty Old Edwardians at Bramall Lane last week. We
were delighted to have such a response to this year’s event with such a broad age range
from starting years of 1943 to 1997!! We are grateful to all those who supported this
year’s event, with many travelling from all corners of the country to attend.

The Tony Currie Suite did us proud and, as last year, we once again received super
attention, service and high quality food. I must also say that the SUFC staff made the
organisation of the dinner very straightforward from my perspective, and everyone
seemed to conclude that the venue works well for us with plenty of space to move
around after dinner to chat to old friends and new.

The age spread among attendees stretched over a startling 60 years starting with David
Kirkman 1943 and Frances Pinder leaving in 2005!! Mention always has to go to our
two eldest Old Edwardian stalwarts - David Kirkman 43-53 and Brian Hall 45-52 whom



we all enjoy talking to. This balanced very nicely by our youngest (don’t worry, didn’t
ask the ages!!) guests, Charlotte Sweet 97-03 and Frances Pinder 97-05.

Quite significant to see twelve new faces attending for the first time — from 59-66 Pete
Jepson, Tony Heathcote, Rowan Moorwood and Stuart Wade, Simon Norris 68-73,
Charlotte Sweet, Frances Pinder, David Sidery 58-65, John and his wife, Tracy Little 67-
74 and Mike Buckland 71-76.

It was also very important for us to welcome a table of eleven from the School with
Headteacher Linda Gooden bringing her Leadership Team for the first time. We were
thrilled to see everyone, and this follows a lot of work the committee has done with
Linda on ways to reinforce links, communications, goodwill and ways of working

together. Thank you to Linda and the LT for coming to enjoy the evening with us!

After dinner, short addresses were made by President, John Parr and Linda Gooden.
John, as instructed(!!) kept it brief, but very poignantly pointed to the importance of the
Association, its dependence on members and their subscriptions, and the resurgence in
funds raised this past year through a doubling of subscriptions to record levels, and to
increased communications through newsletters etc. This has led, logically, to increased
levels of support for the school — the latest being full sponsorship of one student to go on
a week-long German field study trip to Vienna. And there is more to come - watch this
space!! Finally, John gave heartfelt thanks, on behalf of the committee, to all attendees
for making the effort to keep the spirit of the Edwardians alive and contribute ever more

to supporting the school!



Linda, following an introduction about herself and to each of the Leadership team, gave
a lovely and highly inspiring assessment of current students incredible achievements, a
tribute recognising the importance of the Old Edwardians old and new and how the
history of the school is not something that is forgotten but, more importantly, is
embraced by staff and students today. A very warm and sincere thank you to Linda for
her participation and for her efforts in helping to raise the profile of the OEs within the

framework of today’s school.

To end the evening there was plenty of time to mix and socialise and it was pleasing to
see lots of interaction and chatting with the leadership team. I understand several
members have already offered their services and experiences to the school and also
expressed an interest in visiting the school again. Linda has asked that anyone interested

should contact Jo Jackson to start things rolling jjacksonl5@kes.sheffield.sch.uk .

Likewise, for the Leadership team — anyone with ideas for future
sponsorship/prizes/support etc please contact John Parr president@old-edwardians-
sheffield.com and Pete Kersh info@old-edwardians-sheffield.com .

On behalf of the committee I would like to thank everyone most sincerely for supporting
the dinner. It is an important fund-raising event of course, but more importantly, I think,
it’s simply a great opportunity to meet old friends and new with one huge common bond

and spirit that ties us all together.

We look forward to seeing you again next year and hope you will be able to encourage

other friends to come and join us!
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Deepest thanks again.
John, Keith, Terry and Pete

Check out the website for picture gallery of the evening. Click below:

2026 Dinner Gallery

Obituaries

David Rippon 1942-53 died 20/05/25 aged 90

He had a happy an adventurous life, working in Pakistan, USA and Sweden
during the early part of his career as a chemical engineer before settling down
with the family in northwest London. He loved music and sang in various choirs
and he was also a keen sportsman playing tennis and squash regularly until his
knees decided no more and then golf became his main pastime playing at least
twice a week until well past his 85th birthday. The funerals was a celebration of
a full and happy life, held at Exeter Cathedral where Julian, his son, sings in the
choir and somewhere his parents loved to visit.

Many thanks to Julian Rippon for this lovely eulogy.

Paul Roderick Whyman 1956-62 died 01/03/26 aged 81

Thanks to Don Nicolson
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Membership

Welcome to new members and many thanks for your subscriptions.

Miles Roddis (52-59)
John May (64-71)
Michael Firth (69-76)
Andy Simnett (68-75)

Your subscriptions, however big or small, are hugely important to the Association and to
the School.

2025 saw a bumper year for membership subscriptions. We counted 22 new members and
have almost doubled the money in annual fees we have ever raised. We were also
delighted to have received a significant individual donation from an OE now based in the

USA for which we are tremendously grateful.

It’s easy to subscribe and is only £10 min. — CLICK HERE for the website page with
application form and bank details for your standing order!

Archivist

The school has an enormous archive full of all sorts of wonderful things and this used to
be looked after by our famous OE John Cornwell, historian, governor, writer, speaker on
all things Edwardian.

Following John's death in 2024 we thought it was time to see if we can find a new
archivist to take over the role and take care of the archive!!

If anyone is interesting please drop John Parr a note. He will be delighted to talk it
though.

president@old-edwardians-sheffield.com

Help with Contacts

Many thanks to those of you who continue to take the time and trouble to advise us of
email changes. It is most appreciated!

Our database is a live beast and we depend on you to keep us updated.

Now that we have regular newsletters and communications it's even more important. We
don't want anyone to miss out on news!

Any time, just send a note with any info you may have to:

info@old-edwardians-sheffield.com

Many thanks!

FINAL THOUGHT
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Thanks to you all for reading the newsletter and for your comments. Been a very
busy couple of months but the dinner made it all worthwhile!!

Finally, apologies to those who have taken the trouble to send in interesting
stories which we have not been able to include in this months newsletter. Rest
assured we will run them in the April edition.

Many thanks
Pete Kersh
Check out our new website
www.old-edwardians-sheffield.com
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